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About this report
This report explains how Norton Free Church of England Primary School identifies and supports children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). It is written for parents and carers, pupils and anyone who wants to understand the support available at our school.
The report should be read alongside the school’s SEND and Inclusion Policy, Accessibility Policy and Plan, Equality Information and Objectives, Admissions arrangements, Behaviour/Relationship Policy.
We review this information annually and update it when our provision or arrangements change. Parents and carers can request a paper copy or help to understand the information by contacting the school office.

	Our approach
 Norton Free is an inclusive and caring school where everyone is valued and respected. We view every child as unique and we aim to accommodate and meet the needs of all children and to help every child fulfil their potential.



At a glance
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	Norton Free Church of England Primary School

	Age range
	4–11 years

	SENDCo
	Lucy Wakes
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	Hazel Bell

	Assistant Head
	David Holland

	Lead Governor
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	SEN Governor
	Lindsey McGrath

	School telephone
	0114 274 5873
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	Website
	www.nortonfree.org.uk
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1. Our values and commitment to inclusion
Norton Free Church of England Primary School aims to provide a safe, nurturing and inclusive environment in which all children are valued and supported to flourish. Our Christian ethos and values are central to school life and are like a ‘golden thread’ running throughout everything we do. We have high expectations for all pupils and seek to provide a broad and balanced curriculum that enables children to participate, learn and make progress.
We recognise that children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. We work in partnership with parents and carers, pupils, staff, the Local Authority and external professionals to understand individual strengths and needs and to identify appropriate support.
A child does not need a diagnosis to receive support. Decisions are based on the child’s needs and the barriers they may experience in accessing learning and school life.
2. Who should I contact?
If you have a concern about your child’s learning, development, communication, physical access, emotional wellbeing or participation, please speak to the class teacher in the first instance. The teacher can discuss what has been noticed, what support is already in place and whether further discussion with the SENDCo would be helpful.
The school’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo) is Mrs Lucy Wakes. She coordinates the school’s SEND arrangements and works with teachers, families, school leaders and external professionals.

	SENDCo
	Lucy Wakes

	School office
	0114 274 5873

	SENDCo Email
	lwakes@nortonfree.sheffield.sch.uk

	Address
	Matthews Lane, Norton, Sheffield, S8 8JS


3. What kinds of SEND may we support?
The SEND Code of Practice describes four broad areas of need. A child may have needs in one or more areas, and needs may change over time. These headings help us organise support; they do not define a child.
Communication and interaction
Autism spectrum condition (ASC)
Speech, language and communication needs (SLCN)
Difficulties understanding or using language and communicating with others
Cognition and learning
Specific learning difficulties, including dyslexia
Difficulties with literacy, numeracy, memory, processing or learning new skills
Moderate learning difficulties
Social, emotional and mental health
Difficulties with emotional regulation, anxiety or wellbeing
Attention, activity and concentration needs, including ADHD
Sensory and/or physical needs
Hearing or visual impairment
Physical or motor coordination needs
Sensory processing differences or needs affecting access to the school environment
These examples are not an exhaustive list. We consider each child as an individual and focus on the barriers they experience, their strengths and the support that will help.
4. How do we identify needs?
Sheffield Support Grid (SSG): We use the Sheffield Support Grid to help identify children's individual needs, understand the level of support required and guide decisions about appropriate provision and interventions. It helps us monitor changing needs and ensure support is responsive and appropriate.

We also use information from teaching, assessment and discussion with families and pupils to build a picture of each child’s strengths and needs. We monitor progress and the child’s access to the curriculum and wider school life. We also hold a termly Team Around the Child meeting where representatives from SEND, Safeguarding, Trauma Informed Practitioner and nurture practices, meet to discuss how we can support the children in our care.
A child may need additional or different support where, for example, they:
make less progress than expected despite appropriate teaching and support;
find it difficult to access learning, communicate, interact or develop relationships;
experience persistent barriers with attention, emotional regulation, sensory processing or physical access;
need adjustments or targeted teaching beyond what is ordinarily available to their peers.
Information may come from teacher observations, assessment and progress information, work in class, parent/carer concerns, the child’s views and advice from other professionals. We recognise that low attainment on its own does not automatically mean a child has SEND. We also consider whether other factors may be affecting learning, such as attendance, English as an additional language or a change in circumstances.
Parents and carers are encouraged to raise concerns early. The class teacher and SENDCo will discuss what has been noticed and agree appropriate next steps.
5. How do we listen to and involve children and families?
We value parents’ and carers’ knowledge of their child and aim to work in partnership with them. We will listen to concerns, share relevant information, explain support being considered and involve families in decisions about outcomes and provision.
Children’s views are important. We seek to understand what helps them learn, what they find difficult and what they would like adults to know. The school’s existing report refers to One Page Profiles and pupil discussions as ways of recording and sharing children’s views.
We use conversations, review meetings and feedback from families and pupils to inform planning and review. Where a family needs help to access information, please contact the school office to discuss translation or an alternative format.
6. How do we assess, plan, do and review support?
We use the graduated approach set out in the SEND Code of Practice. This is a cycle, not a one-off event.
Assess
The class teacher, with the SENDCo where appropriate, gathers information about the child’s strengths, needs, progress and barriers to learning. This may include the views of the child and family and advice from other professionals.
Plan
The adults working with the child agree the outcomes sought, the support or adjustments to be put in place, who is responsible and when progress will be reviewed. Parents/carers and the child are involved as appropriate.
Do
The agreed teaching strategies, adjustments and interventions are put into practice. The class teacher remains responsible for the child’s learning, even when other adults deliver some support.
Review
The school considers whether the support is making a difference, using progress information, observations and the views of the child and family. Support is continued, adapted or changed in response.
Pupils receiving SEN Support have their plans and provision reviewed regularly. These reviews take place at least three times each year.
7. What teaching and additional provision may be available?
High-quality teaching, adapted to meet pupils’ needs, is the starting point for supporting children with SEND. Teachers consider what each child already knows and can do, identify next steps and use approaches that help pupils access learning.
Depending on the child’s needs, classroom approaches may include:
clear modelling, instructions and explanations;
breaking tasks into manageable steps and providing scaffolding;
visual prompts, visual timetables and practical resources;
pre-teaching or revisiting key vocabulary;
additional processing time and opportunities to practise;
flexible grouping and adapted ways for pupils to record or demonstrate learning;
targeted adult support where this is appropriate and helps the child develop independence.
The school’s previous SEND report identifies the following interventions and approaches as provision that may be used: Lexia Core5, Lego Therapy, Zones of Regulation, Spelling Zappers, reading/phonics/maths booster groups and Colour Semantics/shape-coding. These are not automatically available to every pupil. The school selects support according to assessed need, intended outcomes, staff expertise and current availability.
Teaching assistants may support pupils through small-group work, targeted classroom support or individual support where appropriate. Support is planned and monitored by teachers and the SENDCo. 
8. How do we adapt the curriculum and learning environment?
We make reasonable adjustments so that pupils with disabilities are not placed at a substantial disadvantage and can participate in education and school life. Adjustments are considered individually and may change as a child’s needs change.
Examples include visual timetables, assistive technology, coloured overlays, alternative recording methods (e.g. talking tins/ laptops), adapted resources, additional adult support and modified teaching approaches.
The Accessibility Plan should be read alongside this report. 
School policies page: Norton Free policies
9. How do we support emotional wellbeing and behaviour?
We recognise that emotional wellbeing, relationships and a sense of belonging are important to learning. Our ethos is that we put relationships first and promote connection, inclusion, respect and value for all members of the school community.
We use Zones of Regulation, positive behaviour approaches and pastoral support as approaches to support our children. Support is considered in the context of the individual child and may include agreed strategies, predictable routines, opportunities to practise regulation skills and communication between home and school.
Where behaviour causes concern, we seek to understand the reasons behind it and consider whether unmet needs, communication barriers, anxiety or other factors may be contributing. This should be read alongside the school’s Behaviour/Relationship Policy.
10. How do we work with other professionals?
Where a child’s needs indicate that additional advice or support would be helpful, the school may work with relevant services. The school’s existing SEND report lists the following services as examples of agencies with which it works:
Educational Psychology Service
Speech and Language Therapy
Autism Team (ASCETS)
Vision Support Service
Early Years Inclusion Team
Occupational Therapy
Physiotherapy
Ryegate Children’s Centre
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)
Sheffield SEND Statutory Assessment and Review Service
The professionals involved will depend on the child’s needs and the services available. The school will discuss referrals and information-sharing with parents/carers and seek consent where required. Some services may have their own referral criteria or require referrals to be made by a health professional.
Where a child’s needs cannot be met through the support ordinarily available in school, the school may discuss with parents/carers whether to request an Education, Health and Care (EHC) needs assessment from the Local Authority. The Local Authority decides whether an assessment is necessary.
11. Staff knowledge and training
A Whole-School Approach to Supporting Children with SEND
At Norton Free C of E Primary School, we use a range of approaches to support children with SEND across the whole school. These strategies are embedded within everyday teaching to support communication, language, attention, interaction and sensory needs.
· Shape Coding/colourful semantics: Used to support children's understanding and use of language, particularly those with speech, language and communication difficulties.
· Gestalt Language Processing: We recognise and support children who develop language through chunks of meaningful language (gestalts), using appropriate strategies to support their communication and language development.
· Attention Autism: Used to develop attention, listening, engagement and shared interaction through motivating, structured activities. This may take place in whole-class sessions or smaller groups.
· Sensory approaches: We recognise that some children need sensory support to help them regulate, concentrate and access learning. This may include movement breaks, sensory resources, visual timetables and quieter spaces.
· Birmingham Toolkit: Used to identify children's strengths and areas for development across different areas of learning, helping staff understand individual needs and plan appropriate teaching, support and next steps.
We are committed to developing staff knowledge and confidence in these approaches. Staff receive guidance, training and support, including specialist advice and individualised training from external professionals where needed.
Provision is regularly reviewed and adapted to reflect children's changing needs. Support may include whole-class strategies, small-group interventions or individual specialist support, depending on the child.
12. How do we evaluate impact?
We consider whether support is improving outcomes and helping pupils participate, rather than simply recording that an intervention has taken place. Evidence may include:
Termly reviews of progress towards the outcomes in a child’s support plan or EHCP; including the child’s and family’s views about what is helping;
Changes in attainment (Birmingham Toolkit), confidence, communication, independence or engagement;
Termly (half-termly where appropriate) monitoring of interventions
Provision mapping considered by teachers, and SENDCo where necessary.
13. Accessibility, equality and participation
The school’s published Equality Information and Objectives state that all learners are of equal value, differences are recognised and respected, positive relationships are fostered and barriers to opportunity are reduced. Some of the ways in which we achieve this is by:  monitoring progress, responding to prejudicial bullying and racist incidents, reviewing curriculum access and listening to pupils.
We aim for pupils with SEND and disabilities to take part in the wider life of the school, including educational visits, clubs, sports and taking part in performances. Reasonable adjustments are considered so that individual pupils can participate safely and meaningfully.
The school’s Accessibility Policy and Plan set out its approach to improving access to the curriculum, physical environment and information. 
School policies and accessibility information: Norton Free policies
14. Supporting pupils with medical conditions
The school works with parents/carers and relevant healthcare professionals to support pupils with medical conditions so that they can access education as fully as possible. Where needed, an Individual Healthcare Plan is developed and shared with the staff who need the information to support the child safely.
The school website lists a Medicines Policy. Parents/carers should contact the school office to discuss medication, healthcare planning or changes to a child’s medical needs.
15. Admissions and transition
Admissions
The school’s published admissions information states that admissions are administered through Sheffield City Council arrangements and that disability is not used as a criterion for admission. Where a child has an EHCP, the statutory process for naming a school applies. Families considering a place are welcome to arrange a visit by contacting the Headteacher or school office.
Admissions information: Norton Free admissions
Transitions
We aim to make transitions as positive and well planned as possible. This includes starting school, moving between classes or year groups and moving on to secondary school. Depending on the child’s needs, arrangements may include additional visits, information-sharing with the receiving setting, transition resources or meetings with relevant adults.
Transitions can include extra visits to a different setting, transition booklets, meetings with receiving schools and enhanced transition support as examples. Arrangements are agreed according to individual need.
16. What if I am concerned or unhappy?
Please raise concerns as early as possible. In the first instance, speak to your child’s class teacher. If the concern is not resolved, contact the SENDCo and then the Headteacher. The school will listen to your concerns and explain the steps that can be taken.
If a concern remains unresolved, parents/carers may use the school’s Complaints Policy. 
Complaints policy: Norton Free policies
Parents/carers may also seek independent advice and support from Sheffield SENDIAS. Information about disability discrimination and rights of appeal can be obtained from the relevant independent advice services and the SEND Tribunal.
17. Useful information and local support
Sheffield Local Offer
The Sheffield Local Offer provides information about education, health and care services and support for children and young people with SEND and their families. Norton Free’s SEND webpage links families to the Sheffield Directory.
Sheffield Directory / Local Offer information
Sheffield SENDIAS
Sheffield Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Information Advice and Support Service (SENDIAS) provides information, advice and support for parents/carers and young people.
Email: ssendias@sheffield.gov.uk
Telephone: 0114 273 6009
Text: 07765 545253
Website: www.sheffieldsendias.org.uk
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